GCSE English Literature exemplars - Paper 1

Section A: Macbeth (a)

Script 1
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Section A: Romeo and Juliet (a)
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Paper 2

Section A: Jekyll and Hyde (a)
Script 4
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Section A: A Christmas Carol (a)
Script 5
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Commentaries
Macbeth - Question 1a

	1
	· an assured response – explores how the Porter is a ‘lazy, repulsive drunkard’
· succinct and detailed – discusses the use of dialect and his pronunciation of words – ‘apostrophes to cut off consonants’ to reflect the way he speaks and how he slurs his words owing to his drunkenness
· structurally discusses exclamation marks to reflect his ‘loud’ personality
· perceptive understanding of the humour and inappropriate jokes and ‘dark humour’. Points are supported by close reference to the text.

	Level 5: 20

	2
	· relevant understanding of the Porter and how he is presented as a ‘frantic’, ‘confused’ and ‘insane’ character
· structurally, the response discusses the use of short sentences, broken up by the use of commas and dashes to create a ‘fast pace’, to mirror the frantic speech of the Porter
· a wide range of language features are explored with appropriately selected examples: repetition, onomatopoeia, an extended metaphor ‘porter of hell-gate’ and how language links to religion
· mention is also made of how the ‘paradoxical language’ of the Porter echoes that of the witches and links him to the supernatural.

	Level 3: 12




Romeo and Juliet- Question 3a

	3

	· a cohesive evaluation of the interrelationship between language, form and structure, to explore how Juliet is presented as a ‘conflicted character’ 
· subject terminology is mature, integrated and precise and explores features from across the entire extract 
· there are one or two references that move out of the extract and reference is also made to context, which needs to be taken into account when marking.

	Level 5: 19




Paper 2
Jekyll and Hyde- Question 3a

	4

	There is a secure focus on Poole’s fear in the extract and some developed references to Poole’s actions and expressions, such as where the candidate comments that Poole ‘even ignored Utterson’s questions’. The final paragraph appears to include a misinterpretation, referring to Poole as a ‘lab-rat’, but perhaps the candidate meant ‘scrutinising’ or similar. An incorrect point would not negate the positives. 

There could be more close analysis of language, but the candidate is beginning to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the novel. This just slips into Level 4, as there are at least three secure points with some development.

	Level 4: 13



Christmas Carol- Question 4a

	5

	In this response, the candidate begins by focussing on the use of language. There is awareness of the effects on Scrooge and very good use of textual details to support points. 

The candidate integrates references to structure and language and uses a range of terminology correctly. The response is sustained, but some points could have been developed further.  
	Level 4: 13
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